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his article was originally going to
be an invitation to the pick of the

upcoming cultural events this magazine
traditionally presents in autumn. How-
ever, October 1means that Catalonia is
now living through a crucial moment in
its history. In fact, we delayed publi-
cation for a week so as to be able to
cover these historic events and repre-
sent them on our front cover. The issue
still has plenty for our readers, such as
the new cultural season in Catalonia,
two great festivals in the Sitges Film Fes-
tival and Temporada Alta, and an inter-
view with director, Declan Donnellan.

T Yet, Sunday October 1, which the in-
ternational media have called “bloody
Sunday”, has changed everything. The
people of Catalonia have in recent days
shown an admirable capacity for calm
and peaceful resistance. In fact, it has
been the Spanish police who have
caused the sort of violence and repres-
sion not seen since Franco’s death. Yet,
the world witnessed the brutal repres-
sion, and there is a growing feeling ab-
road that Spain is losing its grip on
Catalonia. A large part of the country
has turned to a new page and has begun
to write a new chapter in its history.

FROM THE EDITOR
MARCELA TOPOR mtopor@cataloniatoday.cat

A new chapter in Catalonia’s history
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24-31 NEW CULTURE SEASON

Autumn arts agenda
October brings the beginning of a
new season in art, music, books,
film, television and theatre

36-37 THEATRE

Temporada Alta
Catalonia’s main performing arts
festival returns for its 26th edition

32-33 FILM

Half century of horror
The Sitges Film Festival returns to
celebrate its 50th
edition with a
host of new
fantasy films from
directors all over
the world

17-21 OCTOBER 1 REFERENDUM

Battle of the ballot boxes
Spanish police attempted to prevent voting on
October 1, seizing election materials and
attacking voters. Yet, long queues formed
outside polling stations as some two million
Catalans finally exercised their right to vote
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e could talk about the ins and outs
of the legal status of the Catalan
referendum - which will or will

not have taken place at the start of this month
– until we’re blue in the face or the cows come
home (whichever happens first) but the fact
remains that the wish of 80% of Catalans to
vote in a referendum on independence was ig-
nored then scorned then rebuffed then made
illegal by Madrid, with the result that by the
time you have read this, the face of Spain as
we knew it will have changed for good. The
Catalan president has informed the world, via
the Financial Times, that his executive dis-
poses of 6000 ballot boxes, and a majority in
the Catalan parliament have voted the refer-
endum into law (the unionist parties chose to
walk out of the chamber rather than vote no).
For his part, the Spanish president has stated
in no uncertain terms that the referendum
’will not take place’ and as a first taste of what
lies behind those words, members of the Civil
Guard (the Spanish paramilitary police) re-
cently rushed to a printing press near Tarra-
gona and – as they didn’t have a warrant to
enter the building – began searching the ve-
hicles of workers coming off their shifts (they
didn’t find anything). They have now ex-
tended their siege to two other printing
presses and a small local paper. Ah, and Spa-
nish intelligence operatives are attempting to
locate the above-mentioned 6000 ballot
boxes. And the state’s official bulletin has

W published the names of around a thousand
people who will be taken to court if they do
anything to assist the referendum, ranging
from the CEOs of Catalonia’s public TV and
radio stations, to the head of the Catalan po-
lice. And I’ve just heard that Madrid has or-
dered the Constitutional Tribunal to abolish
the Catalan government altogether. All told,
this is an extraordinary case of a democratic
state blindsiding a sizeable chunk of its own
citizens because they wish to vote on their
political future, and blaming it on a ’handful
of authoritarian politicians in Catalonia’, per-
haps forgetting that this ’handful’ was given
an absolute majority by millions of voters. In
other words, whatever Madrid does – if it con-
fiscates the ballot boxes, if it shuts down the
Catalan government, if it sends in the army,
or if it backs down and allows the referendum
to take place - that strange, contradictory
’Transition’ which took place after Franco’s
death, will now be over and done with. Either
it will harden into something not a million
miles from the regime that came before it (in
Catalonia, at least) or it will be transformed
into an unflawed democracy voted in by
those many Spaniards who would like to live
under a flexible and transparent form of gov-
ernment, even if that means allowing the
Catalans to decide for themselves. Oh, and
Brussels, it would be so nice if you could get
around to letting us know where you stand on
all this. Really.

Catch as catch can

LONG-TERM RESIDENT
MATTHEW TREE mtree@cataloniatoday.cat./ www.matthewtree.cat

And I’ve just
heard that
Madrid has
ordered the
Constitu-
tional Tribu-
nal to abol-
ish the Cata-
lan govern-
ment alto-
gether.
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 heavy stillness fell upon our Catalan
valley tonight with the fading to
black. The contrast with what has just

passed is numbingly stark. This suddenly bat-
tered country, far out on a limb, is holding its
breath. The sparsely-lit village streets and
square are empty but for cats, and there is no-
thing tangible of the indelible feelings of the
ruptured daylight. These now tumble on, in
homes across Catalonia as screen blink shock-
ing violence, dignity, fear, and blame, as
people of all ages and persuasions try to take
stock of what they are living through, of what
change has come.

For it is impossible now to reason a way
back to the past, and with the Catalan Inde-
pendence results flashing up village by village,
town by town, it seems the majority are de-
manding “never!”. We will know soon and
then another day of unbelievable, defining
events will come, of edicts, clamour and accu-
sations - but, I beg, no more brutality.

You will judge for yourselves. I just want to
talk about my community.

I have lived here for 17 years, and just like
anyone rooted in a cohesive society I have
come to understand and appreciate the values
and character of those around me. They be-
long to a village like any other, a village where
family, identity, tradition and community are
paramount, that is. They gather at the drop of
a hat. They share so much blood and belief.
As one old enough to reflect across half a cen-
tury and more, I feel it has been a journey
back in time. Such is the glue, the unpreten-
tious spirit of rural Latin life.

That identity has never waivered in my
years here, or for centuries. These are indepen-
dent Catalans. La Diada, the Nation Day, Sept-
ember 11th, commemorates the fall of Barce-
lona in the Spanish War of Succession in 1714
and the country losing its freedomafter a 14-
month siege of the city. It was an unforget-
table loss, yet for a vast part of the last century
anyone marking it would be punished by dic-
tator Franco. Like the language, though, it
lived on in soft, determined voices in houses,
back streets and villages and then surged
again when fascism was expunged.

My Catalan neighbours do not support
Spain in sport because, they state, they are not
Spanish. And now the weight of the shadow

A they feel has hung over them for generations
has suddenly lifted in the course of just a few
years. It seems it could be heaved away by col-
lective strength. You may have seen that on
La Diada millions have taken to the streets of
Barcelona to try and build a consensus for
freedom again. It is a passion embroiled in
constitutional politics and fundamental
rights, that demand continent-wide comment
and commitment, far more so after today.

But I need to refocus on what I truly know,
the people here. I sensed that some in the vil-
lage square were disappointed at the end of
the referendum waiting, voting, watching,
eating and absorbing the news of intimi-
dation and injury all around them, that the
Spanish military police, the Guardia Civil,
had not come to their village to try to stop
them. Just a handful do not want indepen-
dence and did not join the gathering. Others
who did not vote told me why. They were
among the very elderly with clear memories
and were afraid.

The threat was always there. Eyes con-
stantly flicked to the street corner, for the
green markings of the military police cars.
Other polling stations were being stormed
and ballot boxes seized, people brutalized. Oc-
casionally rumours bloomed and villagers
would shoal in front of the main door to the
council room where votes were being regis-
tered. The referendum was painfully slow be-
cause as well as sending riot police to scores of
sites the Spanish government had sabotaged
the referendum’s computer system. But the
Catalan Government and thousands of volun-
teers seemed to find a way to get through.

I stood at the edge of what felt like a cel-
ebration picnic and observed the mayor, the
mother of young children, fret that the day
would be broken. It wasn’t, here at least.
People sang the national anthem, applauded,
and then went home to watch and wait to see
if their identity, self-belief and dignity would
help to win the day, the week, their long
dream - independence. We are still waiting, to
know what will be the consequences of
today’s shocking challenge, for the whole of
Spain, the continent and, yes, this single
Catalan village which is representative of so
many. Exhausted though I am, I fear sleep will
be fitful.

HEADING FOR THE HILLS
MARTIN KIRBY mkirby@cataloniatoday.cat/ www.mothersgarden.org

My Catalonia 
an indelible day

Others who
did not vote
told me why.
They were
among the
very elderly
with clear
memories
and were af-
raid.
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 lived in Barcelona for eleven years
(from 2003 to 2014), and, although I
now live in Oxford, I still visit regularly

with my family. My wife is Catalan, and
one of my daughters is an Anglo-Catalan
teenager – at home we switch constantly
between Catalan, English and Spanish.

I mention this to underline that I have
first-hand knowledge of Catalan society
and the roots of the present conflict over
the referendum for self-determination
called by the Catalan government for Oc-
tober 1: a conflict that Madrid-based politi-
cians and journalists try to portray as an
act of lunacy led by a handful of “retro-
grade nationalists” who, in the 21st cen-
tury, seek to revive a debate over identity
and erect frontiers between peoples. They
shamelessly describe those fighting for
Catalan sovereignty as fascists, and com-
pare the situation in Catalonia to that in
Germany in the 1930s. Rather than at-
tempt to find a political solution to the
political problem Catalonia has had since
2006, politicians who will not even re-
pudiate Francoism continually parade the
ghost of Hitler in interviews and television
debates to delegitimise the Catalan move-
ment for independence.

Catalonia certainly has its own language
and culture and has defended them tooth
and nail over the centuries. Neither the
Decreto de Nueva Planta issued by Philip V
in 1716, abolishing the institutions of
Catalonia, nor successive waves of repres-
sion, including the 40 years of the Franco
dictatorship, succeeded in making Cat-
alans renounce their wish to regain self-
government, use their language or develop
their rich literary tradition. Nevertheless,
what is now happening in Catalonia has
very little in common with European
nationalist movements of the 19th and
20th centuries.

The Catalans don’t base their demand
for independence on questions of race,
national identity, language, or even their
long history as a nation. They emphasise
their wish to build a more democratic,
more feminist, more plural and inclusive
republic, with greater social justice and
equality of opportunity. One only has to

I read and listen to what journalists and
politicians who want independence write
and say and what people call for at
demonstrations. It is a modern discourse
that challenges the centralist conservatism
of Madrid.

The Catalans are proud to be a plural,
welcoming society that is generally more
tolerant of immigrants than the rest of
Spanish society. This is clear from their po-
licies and legislative initiatives (often op-
posed by the Constitutional Court), and
their attitude, for example, during the re-
cent terrorist attack on the Ramblas of
Barcelona. One has only to recall the emo-

tional way the father of a child who was
killed embraced an imam (an embrace that
was virulently criticised in many Madrid
newspapers and radio and TV channels).

I was living in Barcelona in 2006 when
the anti-independence party Citizens (Ciu-
dadanos) started up and when, in that
same year, the Popular Party – also op-
posed to independence – was the driving

force behind a campaign throughout Spain
to collect signatures against the new Stat-
ute of Autonomy that had been passed by
the Catalan parliament. The Popular
Party’s campaign clearly aimed to instigate
a wave of “Catalanophobia” (Both the
Popular Party and increasingly the Socialist
Party have resorted to stoking resentment
against Catalonia, in order to win votes in
the rest of Spain). The campaign led to
indignation among Catalans, unjustly ac-
cused of “lacking solidarity” and “retro-
grade nationalism”, and ultimately trig-
gered the movement that has now culmi-
nated in this referendum.

In 2010 the Constitutional Court de-
clared that many of the articles of the Stat-
ute were unconstitutional – even though
they are constitutional in other statutes in
other regions – and proceeded to drain it of
all content. Ever since, the movement for
independence has grown, bringing to-
gether voters on the Left and the Right,
nationalists and those who have been his-
torically anti-nationalist, Catalans of di-
verse origins, Catalan-speakers and Spa-
nish-speakers. The movement has been
spurred on by constant provocations and
legislative initiatives from Madrid against
the Catalan language, culture, infrastruc-
ture, economy and Catalan institutions of
government. Over a million Catalans have
marched in the streets calling for the right
to self-determination, and over two and a
half million voted in the popular referen-
dum that took place two years ago

Quebec and Scotland had their right to a
referendum on self-determination recog-
nized by the Canadian and UK govern-
ments respectively. Westminster’s All-Party
Group on the Catalan referendum has
called for Catalonia’s right to a referendum
to be recognised by Madrid. Fifty years ago,
as a graduate student, I was involved in the
underground Spanish opposition to
Franco’s dictatorship. It is a disgrace that in
modern democratic Europe the Catalans
are being forced to organise their referen-
dum in a clandestine fashion.

Note: This article was first published in the
Times Literary Supplement on September 20. 

Catalonia’s right to self-determination

GALLERY
PETER BUSH Former Director of the British Centre for Literary Translation and a translator of Catalan and Spanish literature.

Many Catalans want an open modern republic rather than the centralist conservatism of Madrid.

Rally on this year’s National Day./ QUIM PUIG



October 2017 • CATALONIA TODAY • 17

w
w
w
.c
at
al
u
n
ya

vo
lv
iu
re
en

lli
b
er
ta
t.
ca

t

Right to
a vote
Scenes of violence by Spa-
nish police made the front
pages of the world’s news-
papers as the state author-
ities tried to stop Catalans
from voting in a unilateral ref-
erendum on independence
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Votes and
violence

atalonia will never forget
October 1, 2017. The bru-

tality of the Spanish security
forces in their attempts to pre-
vent the Catalan referendum on
independence has forced most
of the country on to a path of no
return. In a message issued with
the agreement of the other pro-
independence parties and
groups, Catalan president Carles
Puigdemont appealed for Euro-
pean mediation, insisting that
the Catalan question could no
longer be viewed as an internal
matter, and that the Catalans
had “won the right to an inde-
pendent state in the form a of a
republic,” quoting the wording
of the referendum question and
paving the way for a formal de-
claration of independence in ac-

C
CATALONIA TODAY

President Puigdemont calls for
European intervention and wants a
unilateral declaration of
independence by Catalan Parliament

cordance with the Referendum
Act passed by the Catalan gov-
ernment. It will be down to Par-
liament to decide.

With regard to the turnout for
the referendum, more than 2.2
million were able to cast their
vote, with the Catalan govern-
ment pointing to the Spanish
state’s repression of the referen-
dum as the reason for the figure
not being even higher. It is un-
known how many ballot boxes
were seized by the Spanish secur-
ity forces.

Spanish PM and PP leader
Mariano Rajoy appeared before
the press on the evening of Oc-
tober 1 to declare that he had
done what he had to do, de-
manding the Catalan govern-
ment renounce its political
stance and return to “institu-

tional normality”, without spe-
cifying what that might be.
While the PSOE and C’s ex-
plicitly backed the Spanish gov-
ernment’s actions, Rajoy
claimed that he also had the full
support of the EU. Podemos, on

the other hand, made its abhor-
rence of the police brutality and
the Spanish government’s role
in instigating it very clear.

Despite the growing number
of injured throughout the day
–which reached 893– and the

GIRONA.  People dancing traditional sardanes
outside the polling station at the Pavelló de Palau.
/ XEVI XIRGO

REUS.  The Mayor of Reus, Carles Pellicer, voting
on October 1 / ISABEL MARTÍNEZ

BARCELONA. Voters of all ages, shapes and sizes
voted yesterday at the Escola Project /  BERTA
ROIG
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Guardia Civil
police officers
manhandling
voters in a
polling station
near Girona. /
AFP

logistical difficulties of voting
due to the judicial and police
siege on the referendum, endless
queues of Catalan citizens
formed outside polling stations
from dawn until dusk to exercise
their right to vote. Many stations

had to be closed for preventive
reasons, while others saw crowds
of citizens putting their safety at
risk to guard the ballot boxes.
The vote count was slow and ar-
duous, but done under the pro-
tection of civilians in the streets

MÓRA LA NOVA.  People with hands raised facing
police in front of a tractor blocking access to the
polling station /  ACN

EDITORIAL

Politics from 19th
century Spain

he shameful image that Spain is giving
Europe is not that of a “consolidated de-

mocracy”, as the Partit Popular and its fellow
travellers repeat ad infinitum, but one of a
territory where even now, in the 21st cen-
tury, people who want to vote peacefully are
repressed. To add insult to injury, Mariano
Rajoy has passed off the responsibility for
what took place with arguments almost too
reminiscent of those used by the perpetrators
of domestic violence in justifying their ac-

tions. On October 1,
Rajoy made an om-
inous speech replete
with thinly veiled
threats. More repres-
sion: this is all that
the State can pro-
pose, when what is
needed is a civil re-
sponse, especially in
remembering that
Catalonia is one of
the powerhouses, if
not the most import-
ant, in the wellbeing
of the Spanish State.

Catalonia is where it is today because it has
defended its rights peacefully, a value that we
must conserve now more than ever; because
peace is what gives us our essence and our
strength. Catalonia is the 21st century, while
there are many politicians, such as Rajoy, who
seem more comfortable in making use of
political practises that hark back to the 19th
century. They are the biggest problem in
Spain, which cannot consider itself to truly be
part of the family of established democracies
until they have gone away.

T

TARRAGONA.  Voters at the Colla Jove Xiquets
centre in Tarragona. /  AZAHARA PÀLOMARES

GIRONA. A police charge at the Joan Bruguera
school, arresting people who try to stop the ballot
boxes from being seized /  JOAN SABATER

Rajoy made a
speech of
thinly veiled
threats. More
repression:
this is all the
State can pro-
pose, when
what is needed
is a civil re-
sponse
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Following the referendum,
the Catalan government lodged
an official complaint against the
Spanish security agencies for the
“disproportionate” use of force
and impeding citizens from ex-
ercising their rights to express
themselves, to public assembly,
to demonstrate and to partici-
pate in public affairs. Barcelona
City Council is also considering

Images like these made front pages worldwide and caused outrage. / EL PUNT AVUI

presenting a criminal case for
the violation of human rights
after dozens of violent police ac-
tions took place in the capital.
Smaller towns were also under
siege as civilian and journalists
were attacked indiscriminately.
The barbaric scenes were
covered by the international
press, with CNN using the head-
lines: “This didn’t happen” and

“The shame of Europe”.
The overwhelming emotion

felt by many voters was in stark
contrast to the scenes of violence
being disseminated on tradi-
tional and social media. After
being attended to by medical
staff, some of those injured re-
turned to the polling station to
vote. Mossos d’Esquadra –Cata-
lan police officers– could be seen

in tears and the elderly were as-
sisted in voting without having
to wait in the long queues.

In the face of the police repres-
sion ordered by the state, Cata-
lans displayed an unprece-
dented capacity for organi-
sation, with firefighters and
Mossos among those standing up
to the National Police and Civil
Guard in defence of citizens.

'You have already
won, nothing can
stop this now'

MATARÓ.  Many voters arrived at polling stations
wearing clothes which reflected the importance of
the day / QUIM PUIG

VILABELLA.  An image of a police charge against
the voters at Vilabella ./ACN

mong those who closely followed the
events on October 1 were 200 elected

representatives from various parts of the
world, who were invited by the Association of
Municipalities for Independence (AMI). Al-
most half were from the Basque Country, but
others were from Quebec, Switzerland,
France, Croatia, Greece, and Senegal, among
other places. They watched the events unfold
and admired the peaceful response of the
people despite the violence and attacks. The
mayor of Hernani, Luis Intxauspe, com-
mented with a little envy: “You have already
won, nothing can stop this now.”

A

PERALADA.  A crowd of people waving their
voting papers before entering the polling
station / LLUÍS SERRAT

Some of the AMI’s international guests. / EPA



October 2017 • CATALONIA TODAY • 21

LLEIDA.  Members of the emergency services also
voted, in this photograph in the Segrià capital.
/  SANTI IGLESIAS

BARCELONA. Carnations took pride of place
throughout the day as seen here at the Tabor
school / ELISABET MAGRE

BANYOLES.  The front door of the Town Hall just
wasn’t big enough for the crowd of voters waiting
to get in to vote / LLUÍS SERRAT

ome 893 people were in-
jured in clashes with Spa-

nish police on October 1. The
Policía Nacional and
Guàrdia Civil riot police used
baton charges and rubber
bullets to disrupt the voting
at polling stations all over
Catalonia. The day after the
referendum four people were
still in hospital, two of them
in a serious condition. Ac-
cording to the Spanish inter-
ior ministry, some 33 police
officers were hurt.

One of the two serious
cases is a young man who was
injured when a rubber bullet
hit him in the eye, outside
the Ramon Llull school in
Barcelona. Surgeons in the
Sant Pau hospital in Catalan
capital operated on the man,
hoping to save his eye. Mean-

S

Three of the people injured during clashes with Spanish police during the October 1 independence referendum. / EP/EL PUNT AVUI

Over 800 hurt by police
CATALONIA TODAY

while a 70-year old man in
the Vall d’Hebron hospital in
Barcelona suffered a heart at-
tack when Spanish police
were evicting people from
polling station in Mariola, in
Lleida.

Ten of the people injured
were hurt by tear gas, which
was used by Spanish police
during a baton charge in Ai-
guaviva, in Gironès. The at-
tack took place in the middle
of the day while 200 local
people were eating lunch to-
gether next to the town hall,
which was being used as a
polling station.

However, most of the
people hurt were injured in
Barcelona (355), with 249
hurt in the Girona region,
111 in Lleida, 55 in Terres de
l’Ebre, 46 in Central Catalo-
nia, 26 in the Camp de Tarra-
gona region and 1 in the
Pyrenees. Most of the injuries
were caused by blows from
police batons.

'They broke my fingers one by one'
One of the cases of police aggression that got the most attention was
the situation of 33-year-old Barcelona woman, Marta Torrecillas. She
complained that some Spanish National Police officers threw her
down stairs when they forcibly entered the Institut Pau Claris in Barce-
lona, which was being used as a polling place. According to Torrecil-
las, the officers threw her to the
ground and dragged her down
the stairs. “One officer, while he
dragged me, broke each of my
fingers one by one, on purpose,”
she said on Twitter. After receiv-
ing medical attention, Marta re-
turned to the polling station to
vote. There was great sympathy
and solidarity for Torrecillas on-
line, with the identification
number of the police officer who
broke her fingers shared so that
he can be reported. The treat-
ment of the young woman
caused great indignation, espe-
cially as there was also a sexual element, in that the officers ripped off
part of her clothes and touched her inappropriately, she claims.



Another school year
begins
The school year began with a notable
increase in resources after the cuts of
recent years. This year’s 1,562,780 stu-
dents will be taught by 5,514 more
teachers thanks to an agreement be-
tween unions and the education de-
partment to expand the budget by
8.5%. While the educational com-
munity celebrated the rise, there were
also warnings that there is a long way
to go to reach pre-cut spending levels.
“This year has reversed the dynamic of
cuts and worsening figures,” teaching
union Ustec said in a statement.

IN THE NEWS

La Rambla back to
normal in just a week
La Rambla and other streets in the
centre of Barcelona quickly recovered
their usual level of activity following
the terror attacks on August 17,
claimed a study by Big Data company,
TC Group Solutions. The data firm’s
study found that the recovery of pub-
lic activity in the centre of the Catalan
capital was much quicker than in
other European cities that have also
suffered terrorist attacks. The study
found that the streets of central Barce-
lona took just a week to recover their
former level of activity.

Tax agency expanded
to handle all taxation
The Catalan tax agency was expanded
with a system capable of assuming not
only the collection of taxes owing to
the Catalan government, but also state
taxes, should it become necessary. The
new e-Spriu computer system is ca-
pable of managing a range of taxes,
and from October will centralize tax-
ation from 170 Catalan government
bodies and another 500 organisations
linked to the public sector. The new
system is expected to manage some 2.5
billion euros in taxes, in 14 new offices
abd 13 shared with local authorities.

e will vote, we will vote...!” So went the cry from a
million people –according to local police– on Sept-

ember 11. On Catalonia’s national day, the centre of Barce-
lona filled with crowds demanding the right to self-deter-
mination. After legislation to carry out a referendum on in-
dependence was passed earlier in the month, people turned
out in the Catalan capital to show that nothing would stop
their determination to vote on October 1. And, it all went
off, as every year, without any major incidents, in a peaceful
and festive atmosphere. The president of the Catalan
National Assembly, Jordi Sànchez, summed up this new
show of people power: “With this attitude they cannot do
anything, not prosecutors, not judges, not Civil Guard,” he
said. Meanwhile, Òmnium head, Jordi Cuixart, said: “The
State no longer has any authority over the people of Catalo-
nia.” September 11 was a day to defend the sovereignty of a
nation that five years ago chose the national day of Catalo-
nia to rebel and begin a secession process. Since then, every
year, hundreds of thousands of people have turned out to
demand their right to self-determination.

Wn October 20, a police operation by Spanish
Guardia Civil officers began in Barcelona. The

state authorities ordered Catalan government build-
ings raided in an effort to disrupt the preparations for
the independence referendum. Several Catalan gov-
ernment buildings were raided and 15 people arrested
—most high ranking officials of the Catalan executive.

Yet, people quickly gathered in front of the buildings
being raided to peacefully protest the operation. In the
end, thousands of protesters took to the streets —not
only in Barcelona, but also in several Catalan towns.

The Secretary General of Economy, Josep Maria Jové,
was the most high-ranking official arrested. Jové is con-
sidered the right-hand man of the Catalan vice presi-
dent, Oriol Junqueras, and a key figure in the organiz-
ation of the referendum. Other arrested officials in-
clude the Tax Secretary, Lluís Salvadó, and the Labor
Secretary General, Josep Ginesta. Meanwhile, officers
seized more than nine million ballot papers in a raid on
a warehouse in the Catalan town of Bigues i Riells.

O

Protests against Spanish
police operation

A million people turn out
on September 11
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